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AUTHOR!S PREFACE 


The history of the relocation of the THird Presbyterian Church 


of Newark, Now Jersoy is presented in this series of lectures as an 
excerpt from a more comprehensive study by the author under the title, 
“The Interaction between Protestant Ohurches and Their Social Environe 
mont in the Inner Ofty," This study was completed as а doctoral dis- 
sertation in partial fulfillment о? the requirements for the degree 
Doctor of Philosophy in the Graduate School of Drew University, Madison, 
New Jersey in 1959, 

The purpose of the study was to appraise tho history, guiding 
principles, concomitant consequences, and implicationsof the intere 
action between three selected Protestant denominations with their 
social environment in the inner city of metropolitan American commune 
ities with a pilot study in Newark, New Jersey, 1900-1955, The denom 
inations selected were: The Presbyterian Ойцгаһ in the U, S, А. (now 
The United Presbyterian Ohurch in the U, S, Av); The Protestant Episcopal 
Ghureh in the U, Š, Ae; and the Baptist CHureh of the New Jersey Baptist 
Gonventione Two churches from each denomination were selected for case 
history studyo All churches were of Caucasian background and were founded 
prior to 1900, The Third Presbyterian OHurch illustrated the phenomenon 
of social interaction by relocation, The significance of its relocation 
in this present account was augmented by & comparison of findings with 


those of the other churches included in the more comprehensive study, 
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OHAPTER І 
HISTORICAL BAOKGROUND OF THE THIRD OHUROH 


Tio Third Presbyterian Ohureh of Newark, Naw Jersey was an 
illustrious example of the complexity of the guiding principles, 
Concomitant consequences, and implications of the decision of a 
Protestant church to relocats beyond the inner city in the light 
of radical social changes in its neighborhoods This faet became very 
evident when viewed in relationship to its historic backgrounds 

Mie history of the Third Presbyterian Ghurch was bound up 
closely with the history of the First Presbyterian Обигої and the 
Gity of Newark, Five aspects of this interrelated history served to 
@larify the complex situation involved in the relocation of Third 
Church in 19146 They were as follows: controversial origin, Puritan 
descent, close tie with First OHureh,. support of First Church, ond 
long tenure of ministers, 

Gontroversial Origine The Third Presbyterian Church was ал 
immediate outgrowth of divided preferences in the choice of a 
minister for the First Presbyterian Онигеһ in 1828, The Reverend 
William To Hamilton had been “preaching to the congregation for a 
timeo" Somo were disposed to invite him to become their pastor, 
Others desired to hear another Candidate, "After а violent strugglo, 
in which interference of the Presbytery became necessary, the dis 


1 
senting group “determined to separate and form a new congregation," 


Jonathan Fe Stearns, Historical Discourses Relating to the 


First Presbyterian Ohureh in Newarke Newark: Daily Advertiser Office, 
1855» pe 296. 


“Remember the days of old” 


1825-1010 


FIGURE 1 -- THE THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEWARK, М. 2, 
Broad Stroet opposite Green Street 


From the “One Hundredth Anniversary Program" 


Be ne | 


This group “seceded, built a new house of worship, settled the Reve 
Joshua T, Russell as their ministor, and constituted eee tho Third 
Presbyterian OHureh ees, the Sth of Juno, 1824, 9! | | 
In 1904 attention was called to the fact that there “was good | x 
in the divisione" There was great demand for a third ehureh inasmuch 
as the community was growing repidlye.However, "оп account of the | | 
nature of the division" ece "the Third Ohurch was built nearer the ( 
First Church than had been contemplated in the earliest efforts at | 
divi sions!” The original site of Third Church was on Broad Street, x 
opposite Green Street, as shown in Figure 2, There it was located | 
"less than 1,000 feot from the First онитеһ„*7 The evidence seamed 
clear that tho problem of the relocation of Third Ohureh was rooted | 
in its early history end close proximity to the Mother Church, | 
Puritan Descante In 1899, the Reverend А. Nelson Но111?1в14у. | 
the sixth pastor of Third ОНисоһ, traced the lineage of the original | 
members back te the Puritan settlers of Newark. He pointed out that | 
of the 141 persons who were received into the church from 1824 to | 
April А, 1825, "more than fifty bore the names of many of the óriginal | 
settlers of Newarko" Many more were their descendents and in 1899 there 
were still descendants who were members of Third Church, The membership 
was traced back to the"Puritans of Old Engl and, "Ë This historic lineage 
was a prestige factor for Third Oñureh among the churches of Newarke. 


1 

Ibid., p. 29Те 

2, 

“Reve Elijah Ко Oravan, De Dey LLD: 1854-1887." Nowark: n. pe, | 
1904. (Printed program), pe le | 


Robert Scott Inglis, Discourse at Laying of the Gornerstons of | 
the New Third Church North, 1915, n. pe See Appendix A for full texte | 


T Nel son Hollifield, Remembering the Days of Old: 1821-1809. 


(Newark: Printad by the Session, 1899), рр. 29-50. 


FIGURE 2 


THE СЕСОВАРНІ2 RSLATICNSHIF ОР THS THIR) PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TO 
SISTSA GHUASHAS IN ITS FCAMER AND PRESENT LOOATION, 1958 
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Gloss Tie with First Qhureh, Mere was а 01030 relationship 
between the First Ohurch and the founding of Newarke The Third Ohureh 
was an outgrowth of the First CHurche Because of the interral ationship 
and its outcome, it was helpful to review this unique history of the 
First OBurch, Significent facts were revealed which affected consideras 
tions involved in the ге] оса ом of Third Churcho. 

Welter Bé Nichols characterized “Newark and the Olurch" as 
‘originally one organization," The New Havansolonists eame as а church 
from Üénnecticut, The Proprietors guaranteed "that their ecclesiastical 
organization should be supreme and undisturbed." The chureh and politieal 
town were united, "The choicest of their landa" were devoted to the supe 


port of the church; "and for more then fifty years the goverament of 


the town was essentially в governement by and for its «кагыт 


Fór the magnitude of "the choicest of their lends" devoted to the 


support of the church Stearns described “Parsonage Lands," From the 
very beginning of the General Assembly of the Province, provision was | 
made for the appointment and maintenance of ministers, Wrote Stearns: 


In furtherance of their design, to ses that religious | 
institutions should be maintained on the freest practicable | 
terms, a grant of two hundred acres of land was made in the 
beginning "to each parish for the use of their ministers," 
free from all renta and other charges whatsoever, The 
people of this congregation being then the only parish in 
town, early availed themselves of this grante 


The inheritance of the First Presbyterian OBurch of Newark of significant 
acres of parsonage lands was thus recorded, The importance of this herim 
tage was of no mean consequence in the relecation of the Third Presbye 


terian OBureh in 1914, 


"Walter В. Nichol з, "Early Newark as а Puritan Theocracy in 
Golonial New Jersey," Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical Society. 
Ve New Series, October, 1920. No, He pp. 205-291, Sea also "Newark," 
Harpe: Monthly Magazine, Nos СОХУТІІ, October 1876, Vol, LIII, рр» 662-665». 


Stearns, оре cite, pp. 104-105. 
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Support of First Ончгеһо In spite of the "infelicitous" cir- 
cumstances involved in the separation of Third Murch from First Church, 


"the measure itself was ono for which the condition of the community 
had long been ripe," Stearns called attention to the fact that the 
pastor of First Church, Dre James Richards, “had seen the need of a now 
church for a long time, but knew not how to effect the objecto" Thus 

it was alleged that his reply to lamentation concerning the division 
was "that what eould not Бе brought about by peaceful means, had been 


accomplished by contention, and that the result was an occasion for 


MhenkPulnosse!! 


Stearns cited three exprsssionsof "soms kindly feeling" toward 
Third Church after the division: (1) the house of worship of First 
Church was offered for the use of Third Church until “their om should 
be completod;* (2) "seventyetwo oe. members of the First Oñuroh, were 
dismissed and 'affectionately recommended’ to the fellowship of Third 
4.44! and (3) “twoesevenths of all the real estate owned in 1809," by 
First OHurch, “except the church and leotureroom land occupied by them 
were set apart for their арен. Oöncerning the latter, a Legislative 
Ast was obtained on November 4, 1825, entitled "вп act for the relief 
of the Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church in Newarke" This Act 
set forth the “original source and intent of the church property." The 
Trustees of First Church were invested with "full power to make convey~ 
ance of the lands in those appropriations to ‘the several Churches 
mentioned therein," Tho "Churches" мого as follows: "Trinity Ohurch in 
Newark, the First Presbyterisn Church in Orange, and the Second and 


—Tibida, р. 297. 
21534., рро 297-298; ef, "Plan for New Churches," рр. 284.286. 
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Third in Newark, aecording to the terms before agreed upon between the 


partion"? The purpose of the grant was stated thus, ‘the same to bo 


held solely and forever for the support of the Gospel in the said 
eongregations, or religious societies respectively, and for no other 
purpose eso e" Almost from its inceptiony, Third Church was endowed 
with real estate that became в source of substantial income as Newark 
grew into a commercial center, 

The “old Burying Ground" as oceupied in 1892 was shown in Figure 
5. The ownership of valuable commercial property by First, Second, and 
Third Presbyterian Ohurches was thus evident, This block of land was 
converted to commercial usse Parcels of land were leased to commercial 
enterprises on long term contracts that absolved the churches from high 
taxationo Other lends of Third Ohureh as reported in 1902 were shown in 
Table lo The lots меге as follows: Block 95, Lot 24) at 907-915 Broad 
Street; Block 94, Lots 1#5, at 5-10 William Street; Block 95, Lots 56 
and 40 on Pearl Street, Thess valuable holdings of downtown commercial 
property put the Third Ohurch in a favored position when the question 
of its relocation Game to forse 

Long Tenure of Ministers. From 1824 to 1956, only ten ministers 
had filled the pulpit of THird Presbyterian Ohurch, The noble succession 
of ministers was as follows: "Joshua T, Russell, 1824-1829; Baxter 
Dickinson, 1820-1855; Selah Ве Treat, 1836-1880; Horatio Ne Brinamade, 
1841-1855; Elijah E, Craven, 1854-1887; Ao Nelson Hollifield, 1888- 
1900; Robert Scott Inglis, 1901-1955; Edward As Mohns, 1926-1929; E, 


Olay Frye, 1959-1945; " and J, Sanford Lonsinger, since 1946,2 


Ibide, p. 298, 


? "one Hundred Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Program: The Third Prose 
byterian OHureh, Newark, New Jersey, 1828-1959," р. h, 
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Old Burying Ground as now occupied, 1892 


Map IV. 
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"Newark, Manual of Owners of Real Est 


ate ef the City of Newark, New 


pata not availables 


Jersey, (New York: E, Robinson and Company, 


mis tract included the sita of First Р. 04 which was nontaxable 


1902), рр. 58, 25, 97, 32, 472. 


PNowark, Essax County Real Estate Directory, 124 Branford Place. 
(Dats secured from clerk during interview, April 5, 1958)» 


Sis property was listed ав 90 Broad Street in 1958, 


BEAT GHIET GHA uic | 
8201 CHA SOCK ¿AMARE ‚БЕН 


чевон? ols 
exa 
по НАТ yretted ad ,8 


чедечо% жей 
чејвчої тей 
чедатоЧ ae 
тедвч01 mpl 
1odsto mal 
8102 ota od 
+4360 ovre?" sd 
,0 „9 22111 

#0 +q fest 

зд «Я baronet 
„© «Я Басов 


oD «Ч 35111 
#0 +9 dert 
#0 „3 fei" 
40 +q dert 
ob 
-$ 


vol «ізгуей te у 
+518 SE ТО «0 „Ве „ча «(6 


„®ов1Ч 5163 печ #©[ үүлодбет!@ ed 


OBS (eA 


«ее? 
PLLIEIT 
+0 «Ч чий nostot 
«© „Ч brid! үсөө$анч? 
„© +q bull увведвичі 
өдпес ,2.4 itt 
зулод I ¿1 (ізін 
22.4 desit 
badd «Я sasa 
nocte өҙтсей 
mondak oxuoed 
Пий bro [fedeteM 

b 


{158 bna Ílers"sM 


едеповчач „© eT dar 
90 +q #втї% 


STATES WADA JA ICF2MMOO 
VA 1527 Y 


gnokbA teosta 


К 
meiltiw AC 
меги SC 
mot (LEM 06 

mo ILI 8625€ 
жөнім $e 
шерік SS 
ив 111% G€ 
жөнім ВІ 
жәні ої 
о 19291 èt 
MIN. 


boor 806 
ӛзезчй [18—068 
beos8 868-418 

ьвсчі ¿LOL 
fedrai OBL 


еїкієй [рей Зо влели0 Зо IsumaX үйлене” 
I XnequeÜ bre posmidoR +Ë irsvof мей) yersel 


$ [nef vimuo0 ward ілмек“ 


«(8201,5 Lingh weivredml зпічюб те lo жел? beuueee вага) 


«8801 ші феечіб bsox8 OQ ne beset! saw уЗчечота midi? 


«elds Патв tom 23208 


st idexetnon saw йонім 50 «З fei" Зо efie odt bebuloni ові all" 


During the thirtyethres years of tenure of the Reverend Elijah R, 

Graven, the close proximity of Third Оһигеһ to the First Church, had already 
elaimed the attention of the congregation and the Presbyterye А merger with 
the High Street Church and other sister churches was considered. The pre- 


vailing attitude prior to 1900 was that the time was mot ripe for sn 


adjustments: 


The difficult task of the relocation of Third Church came during 
the tenure of Dre Robert Scott Inglis, 1901-1955. The eyes of the ecclesi- 
astical world were focused upon the complex problem involved in the 


relocation of Third Shurche 
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OHAPTER II 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN RELOCATION 


The Third Presbyterian Ойогећ gave evidence of the complexity of 
guiding prinaiples that entered into its decision to relocate beyond 
the inner city. It had stood on Broad Street, opposite Green Street, 
for ninety years ав one of the "historie landmarks" and "leading churches" 
not only of Newark but of America аз shown in Figure le The sigaificant 
principles in its decision to relocate мого as follows: close proximity 
to sister churches, available financial resources, change in mode of 
transportation, radical social changes, preservation of "the entity of 
the church," and "the extension of the Kingdome" 


Olose Proximity to Sister Olurches, From the beginning, Third 


CHurch was located nearer to First Ohurch than was originally planned 
in 18096 In 1900 there were six other Presbyterian ohurches in the 


downtown and inner eity as shown in Figure 2, They were as follows: 


First Ohurch on Broad Street, near Branford Place; Second Ghurch, at 
Washington Avenue and James Street; South Park Church, at Broad and 
Glinton Avenue: Calvary Church, at Pennsylvania Avenue and Gillette 
Place; High Street Church, оп High and Gourt Streets; and Sixth ОНигеһ, 
st Lafayette and Union Streets. Due to this proximity, the state of 


repairs of Third Ohurch, and available resources, the Third Church 


was asked by the Presbytery to еол дабег 


Available Resources, The importance of financial resources in 


the relocation of Third Church was accented by contrast, One of the 


їтьча., n. pe See Appendix А» 
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main reasons that the Walnut Street Baptist Church remained in the 
inner city was because of the lack of funds for this purpose, Tho 
Third Presbyterian Church was deseribed as а wealthy church, Ths 
Church itself possessed vast resources of wealth and its membership 
constituted prominent weslthy citizens of Newark, In 1825 Third 
Church was granted "twoesevenths of all the real estate" owned by 
First Church for the support of the Gospel forever, In subsequent 
years these resources increased in value as was evident from the 
reportse 

First, the Newark Ledger reported the conflict involved in 
the relocation of Third Presbyterian Ohurch about two years prior to 
its consummation, In this report referenos was made to, "Vast Wealth 
at Stakes" The following reconstruction of this slightly mutilated 
Newspaper clipping seemed to bear the general sense of the report: 


Tho dramatic element of the conflict was in the fact 
that there wers involved many hundreds of thousands 

of dollars, The question of the disposition of the Third 
Presbyterian GHurch was to be decided which for ninety 
ysars had been a landmark of the Oity, And, if this 
Church were te be abandoned, if its spirit and its fold 
were not to be trensplanted to another part of the city, 
all its wealth would revert to the First Presbyterian 
Church, an organization already enormously endowed and yet 
eslling upon its congregation for more money at this 
very times! 


It was st this meeting of the Presbytery of Newark that Dr, 
Inglis “proffered his request for $25,000 required to finish his new 
Third Church North „ооо! Likewise, “he explained the details of his 


collegiate scheme to preserve the entity of his church in а trinity 


Lose Figure 4, Appendix B, for full text, Italics wers inserted 
by the writer in reconstructing the mutilated portion of the articles 
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15 
of churches formed under the aegis of the law of the Presbyterian 
Churche* 

Second, about two years later the Newark Avening Star announced 
the laying of the cornerstone for Third Prasbyterian Church South, 
January 1, 1914. An "80,00 edifice" was pointed out as advancement 
of the collegiate system that was initiated about two years безінен 

The superior financial status of Third Ohureh was a major factor 
in the request that 1% should relocate, When the Collegiate system of 
а нау of churches was not consummatsd, the money from the sale of 
the Old Third Church property went to Third Church North, Likewise, у 
it was voted by the Presbytery that the endowment would go to Third 
Church North, The financial heritage of the church was preserved, 

The wealthy charaoter of the earlier membership cf the Third 
Oñurch was also emphasized, Business executives of the bank, the 
lumber corporstion, and other commercial enterprises were among the 
“very wealthy," They lived in the big houses," 

From several sources, the wealthy character of Third Ohuroh and 
its constituents: was evident, This availability of financial resources 
was of primary consideration in the decision to relocate Third Ohurch, 
Зо great were these resources, in the midst of dissension concerning 


the choice of a site for the new edifice, two costly edifices were 


constructed. 


OHange in Mode of Transportation, Some evidence pointed to change 
in mode of transportation as a factor in the decision of Third Church to 


relocate. The clustering of churches in the downtown and inner city was 


dyes Figure 5, Appendix B, 
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1% 
explained partially as ал outcome of the earlier system of trolley Car 
lines, Generally, it was observed that churches located conveniently 
to trolley car lines, However, during the decisionmaking period of 
Third Church, the automobile, especially the old Model T, Ford, was 
getting to be within the reach of the common mane Churches were made 
more accessible without respect to location on main trolley баг lines, 

Radical Social Shangese А fourth set of guiding principles in the 
relocation of Third Church was radical social changes in the neighborhood, 
These changes may be classified as follows: the expansion of business and 
public buildings, the outmovement of advantaged classes, the inmovament 
of disadvantaged classes, the conversion and demolition of housinge 

One of the initial forces which was set in motion in the inner city 
was the expansion of business and public buildings, The experience of 
Third Church illustrated this dynamic aspect of change in the social 
environment of a church. This fact was brought to attention in the 
sermon delivered by Dre Inglis, June 14, 1914, during the dedicatory 
service of the new Third Church in Forest Hill, The report made reference 
to “reasons for abandoning the old edifice because of the trend of church 
activity away from the congested centre of the eit... Fifteen years 


later, the direct relationship of commerical expansion was noted. Further- 


2 
more, the Rialto Theater had occupied the former Broad Street site, 


The High Street area was formerly "a most beautiful residential street." 
Many brownstone houses were also on South Broad Street, The Old Burial 


Ground was encroached upom by business. Branford Place on which many 


mira Ойигеһ Dies and Is Born Again," МЕН, June 15, 191^, 


меха of Other Days — Third Presbyterian Ohuroh,' Newark Evening 
Star, March 15, 1929, 
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1% 
explained partially as am outcome of the earlier system of trollay car 
lines, Generally, it was observed that churches located conveniently 
to trolley car lines, However, during the decisionemaking period of 
Third Ohureh, the automobile, especially the old Model T, Ford, was 
getting to be within the reach of tho common mane Churches were made 
more accessible without respect to location on main trolley баг lines, 

Radical Social Onangese A fourth set of guiding principles in the 
relocation of Third Church was radical social changes in the neighborhood, 
Thoso changes шау be classified as follows: the expansion of business and 
public buildings, the outmovement of advantaged classes, the inmovemant 
of disadvantaged classes, the conversion and demolition of housinge 

One of the initial forces which was set in motion in the inner city 
was the expansion of business and public buildings, The experience of 
Third Church illustrated this dynamic aspect of change in the social 
environment of a church, This Расі was brought to attention in the 
sermon delivered by Dre Inglis, June l^, 1914, during the dedicatory 
service of the new Third Church in Forest Hill, The report made reference 
to “reasons for abandoning the old edifice because of the trend of church 
activity away from the congested centre of the city... "1 Fifteen years 


later, the direct relationship of commerical expansion was noted, Further- 


2 
more, the Rialto Theater had occupied the former Broad Street site, 


The High Stroetarea was formerly "a most beautiful residential street." 
Many brownstone houses were also on South Broad Street, The Old Burial 


Ground was encroached ирою by business, Branford Place on which many 


тга Ойигеһ Dies and Is Born Again," NEN, June 15, 1914, 


неге of Other Days — Third Presbyterian Church," Newark Evening 
Star, March 15, 1929, 
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business establishments located was cut through it, The bodies of the 


1 
founding fathers of Newark were exhumed and buried elsewhere. The old 


Fire Station on Broad Street was demolished. Stores were built from 
William Street on Broad Street up the the Church. Meanwhile, шалу 
people lived on the other side, The City Hall snd many other buildings 
in the area were constructed during this same period, 

The second feature of this dynamic process was the cutmovement of 
the advantaged classes, These residents were generally in a favored 
position economically, socially, culturally, and religiously, That is, 
they had the means for providing the finest manifestations of the religio- 
cultural life, The religious edifices and church budgets reflected their 
more advantaged position, Informants pointed out this outmovement of the 
wealthy people from the inner city, They lived "in fine homes on South 


Broad Street, Orchard Street and in the High Street ares, But as business 


expanded they began to move into the Clinton Hill section, Others moved 
into the Forest Hill section," The Old High Street Presbyterian Church 
at Court Street remained today as an architectural gem which reflected 
the former wealthy character of the neighborhood, Notwithstanding, the 
outmovement of advantaged classes was in two directions away from the 
center of the Oity. 

Closely allied with the outmovement of the advantaged classes was 
the conversion of former single-family houses into rooming houses and 


apartments, There was a general deterioration of housing, The trans 


See NEN, April 16, 1916, "Newark Missed А Ойалсв in Failing to 
Preserve The Old Burying Ground, How Long Neglect and Encroachment of 
Business Cost the City a Priceless Historical Asset — Removal of Bones 
of the Founders," Furthermore at thie present writing the encroachment 
of business sontinues, See Newark News, April 24, 1958, “Cemetery of 
014 First to be Business Site." Ses also "Settlers! Graves," NN, May 9, 
1958 for protest reaction, 
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FIGURE 6 -- THE OLD HIGH STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEWARK, М, Jo 
AT COURT STREET, NOW, THE ST, JAMES AFRICAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1958 


formation of "big houses" into rooming houses was observed by the ine 
vestigator, It was alleged that "the wealthiest people of Newark" once 
lived in the inner city, Some of these houses had as many as twenty 
rooms although they were orginally designed for sing) family occupancy. 
They were easily transformed into rooming houses and apartments as 
former occupants moved awaye 

There was also evidence of the demolition of many fine old residences 
in the area of Old Third Church, It was noted that most of the old browne 
stone houses were torn down, Notwithstanding a few remained near the Public 
Library in the Washington Park ares, The writer also observed a few in the 
area of the Old High Strest OHurch, Hence there was а twofold process in 
which fine old residences were converted into rooming houses while others 
were demolished in order to make room for commercial enterprises or public 
buildings. 

Tho third aspect of this process of social change in the neighborhood 
of Third Church was the inmovement of disadvantaged classes, There was an 
influx of foreigners and Negroes. It was significant to observe that as 
early as 1911 there мөгө six areas of settlement of Negroes around the 
central downtown district, A colony of Chinese appeared on Mulberry Street 
and of Greeks at Springfield Avenue and Market Street. Other ethnic groups 
included Germans, Jews, Italians, Irish, and Slavs, Colonies of all of 
thess were identified by The Reverend D, W, Lusk in a Survey for the 
Newark Presbytery in 1911 % The inmovement of disadvantaged classes into 


the neighborhood of Old Third Church was thus evident, 


1 evark, Bureau of Associated Charities, LA. W. MoDougell (ede) 7. 
Tha Resources for Social Service of Newark, New Jersey, lst ed. New York: 
The Knickerbocker Press. G, P. Putnam's Sons, 1912, n. p. 
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The writer observed the validity of changes described, Many archie 
tectural earmarks of a culture that once existed remained in the arste 
These were reflected in the slegent architectural design of many of the 
old palatial houses, Although the stones were crumbling and the yards 
no longer had their previous саге, the buildings remained. The way of 
life of the newcomers stood in contrast with that of their antecedents, 
Perhaps, this phase of social change in the inner city was emphasized 
more than any other in the dynamic process of the relocation of Protestant 
churches beyond the inner city. Henry H, Presler pointed out that in spite 
of the fact the Chicago Presbytery invested three million dollars in mi s= 
sion subsidy, “the rebellious cultural and ecological forces" prevented 
the expansion of RBRUM i The inmovement of disadvantaged classes 
appeared to be а potent factor in the dynamies of Protestant church life 
in the inner citye 


Preservation of “the entity of the church," In the midst of radical 


social changes, the Third Presbyterian OHurch endeavored to preserve its 
original cultural and religious character, This involved to some extent 
а continued ministry to historic descendants of the Puritan founders of 
Newark, Reference was made to the meeting of the Presbytery at which 
Dr. Inglis presented his plea for the collegiate system in order “to 
preserve the entity of his church in s trinity of churches formed under 
the aegis of the law of the Presbyterian Ohurch," 

The evidence pointed toward the outmovement of the membership and 
depletion by death, Both had adverse effects upon the congregation. It 


was believed that by relocating the church in ons of the now settlements, 


Henry H. Presler., "The Effects of Subsidy on Presbyterian Churches 
in Metropolitan Chicago." University of Chicagos Рп, D, dissertation, 
1948. р. 55. 
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that is, Forest Hill or Olinton Hill, the vitality of the church might 

be renswed, Since the outmovement of adherents was in two directions, 
there was differences of opinion concerning the site of the new location, 
It was this dilemms that evoked the proposal of the collegiate system 

of churches, In due time two new church edifices меге erscted, one in 
Forest Hill and the other in Olinton Hill, They were nsmed, Third 
Presbyterian Оймгеһ North and Third Presbyterian OHureh South, respectivelye 
Because of complications that ensued, the latter was transferred to Clinton 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, Ав originally planned, the two churches, in 
cooperation with a central church, would form the collegiate system of 
churchese The 014 High Street Presbyterian Ohurch which was dissolved and 
the property transferred to the St, James African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was to be the Third Ohurch Central: 

The governing body of the Third Presbyterian OBurches would form one 
board of trustees and elders along with the ministers of the three churches, 
The plan proposed that the ministers would alternate in presiding over the 
sessions of the governing body, Notwithstanding the planend the erection 
of the two new edifices complications arose that prevented consummatione 
Nevertheless, the vast outlay of funds "to preserve the entity" of Third 
Ohurch under the collegiate system was, apparently, unparalleled in American 
Church Hi ET. 

"Extension of the Kingdom." Finally, а major consideration in the 
relocation of Third Church was the extension of the Kingdom of Christ in 
Newark, At the momentous meeting of the Presbytery, Dr, Inglis made this 


the basis of his plese The Newark Ledger gave the following report: 


Lies Figure 5, Appendix В, 
2 


See Figure 4, Appendix В, 
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FIGURE 7 -- THIRD PRESBYTERIAN OHUROH NORTH ON RIDGE STREET 
AT ABINGTON AVENUE, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, 1958 


"For the wider extension of the Kingdom of Ohrist in our city." 
This basis of the ples of Dr, Robert Scott Inglis, pastor 
of the Third Presbyterian Olurch, for the final sanction of 
his collegiste plan before the Presbytery cf Newark on last 
Tuesday afternoon, won his point for him апа conquered oppo- 
sition, bitter, insidious and un-Ohristian,! 
Some evidence indicated that the opponents in the Presbytery objected to 
Third Church relocating in Foreat Hill, One informant said that some 
thought it to be wrong for Third Church to move out among the wealthy 


peoplse "То this, Dr, Inglis replied: 11% is easier for в camel to go 


through the eye of а needle than for & rich man to enter into the King- 


dom of Heaven.’ This silenced them," 


lipids , Figure 4, Appendix В, 
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OHAPTER III 
OONCOMI TANT CONSEQUENOES OF THE RELOCATION 
The confluence of concomitant consequences related to the 


relocation of the Third Presbyterian Oñurch was far-reaching and significante ү 


They seemed best understood in the context of the dynemie nature of urban | 


society, problems of denominational strategy, and the distinctive спагас- 
ter of the Third Churche They were categorized ss follows: the persistence 
of social change, overchurching, depletion of membership, interchurch оре 
position, diverse evaluation of the relocation, complications of the colle 
giate system, new efforts in denominational strategy, removal from site of | 
mission work, enlarged expenditures for mission work, depletion of funds, sale | 
of old burial ground, end restricted uses of income, 


Persistence of Social ОНапде, Social history repeated itself within 


fifty years in Newarke Some changes that occurred in the original neighbor- 


hood of Third Church appeared in the new, They were ss follows: а second 


outmovement с? adherents, a second infiltration of newcomers, and a second | 


transformation of surrounding dwelling units, Informants indicated that 
the new neighborhood site of Third Church "had begun to deteriorates Many 
of the old residents moved to Short Hill a, Montclair and other suburban 
towns," The sons and daughters of the older residents had moved to the 
suburbs "where their children: can have Play space, sumshine and fresh || 
air." The new church edifice had a seating capacity of five hundred People, | 
Notwithstanding, "the average attendance was about 125 on Sunday mornings" 


By comparison this was believed to be an improvement since the coming of 


the new pastor in 1946, 
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This former wealthy residential section in Forest Hill was not ine 


| 
| 
vulnerable to newcomers, The invasion of Italians in the Forest Hill | 
area was shown as early ез 1911» Moreover, we have seen that by 1950, | 
significant numbers of Italians had infiltrated into Одпяча Tracts 95 
1 and 94, It was to the latter that the Third Ohurch relocated in 1914, I 
The Roman Odtholic background of the Italians was emphasized during 
the interviews, The Third Ohurch found fewer potential members as it 
became engulfed increasingly by Italians who occupied many of the big | 
houses in the neighborhoods li 
In 1958 informants pointed out that many Jews and Negroes occupied ІН 
dwellings in the neighborhood of Third Church. There appeared to be а 
general awareness that "Newark was becoming more Catholie and Jewish," 1 
At the same tims, it was noted that Protestants were disappearinge Albeit, ү 
in 1958, Third Church had а few membors of Itelian background, An informant 


explained that they had come from the professional class of Italiana. Thus, 


the persistense of social change in the new neighborhood of Third Church 


was reflected in its membership, 


Qvarchurchingo The relocation of Third Church in 1914 brought no final | || 
solution to its problem of denominational strategy in the choice of а sites 


The close proximity of the Third Ohurch to the Old Park Presbyterian Church 


edifice which was occupied by the Mount Zion Baptist Church was shown in | | 


Figure 2, The present Park Presbyterian OHursh was a merger with its former | 


Chapel on Highland Avenue, It was also within the one mile radius of Third | 
Ghurche In addition, the close proximity of the Forest Hill Presbyterian | | 


Church to the new site of Third Ойагаһ was likewise shown in Figure 2, Ine 


tus N, Delaney. "The Interaction Between Protestant Churches and 
Their Social Environment in the Inner Ofty." Drew University, Ph, De dim | 
sertation, 1959» Table 14, р. 458, | 
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formants expressed a deep awareness of the fact that there were too 
many Presbyterian churches in Forest Hill and other North Newark aresse 

Depletion of Membershipe THe decline in the membership of Third 
Presbyterian Ohurch was closely related to the preceding concomitant 
consequencese There was diversity of estimates concerning the loss of 
membership occasioned by the relocation of the church, Some informants 
recalled only а few femilies who transferred their membership to the 
South Park Churcho Even this was an amicablo transfer according to the 
original plan, Another informant stated that the relocation “caused а 
three-way split in the Church," It was estimated that approximately of 
200 communicants at the time, including their children, “only about 
twonty-five families wont to the new Third Ohurch," The other half, with 
their children, was split up, Some went to Оа] тату, others to High Street, 
and some to South Park Okurche" 

The statistical lifeline on the Third Presbyterian Oñurch showed 
that the membership reached its peak in 1905 as shown in Table 2, At that 
time there were 601 adherents, Since thet time there was a ateady decline 
in the membership until the lowest point was reached in 1940, with only 
272 or a decline of 54.7 per cent since the peak yeare From 1910 to 1915, 
when the relocation was executed, there was a decline from 523 members in 
1910 to 430 in 1915, that is a loss of 95 or 1707 per cent, Although there 
had been some gain in membership since 1910, the numerical strength of 
Third Church һай not approached its peak of 1905, 

Thia depletion of membership was even more noticeable in the Church 


School, Here the peak year was 1900 with 370 members, Thereafter, а steady 


decline ensued. Ву 1945 the enrollment dropped to 70, the lowest point, or 
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TABLE 2 
MEMBERSHIP TRENDS IN THE THIRD PRESBYTERIAN OHURCH, NEWARK, 
1900-19558 
OHUROH OHUROH SCHOOL 

Year Number — Ohange Number Change 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 
1900 588 de дЫ 370° ag ut 
1905 601 25 5.9 565 -15 35 
1910 505 +78 24.9 348 -17 
1915 450 -95 ~ 185 -65 - 
1920 291 “59 -9,0 120 “45 «55.1 
1925 350 -а «15.6 19 10 8.5 
1920 592 62 18.7 132 2 1.5 
1955 325 -67 «то 127 -5 3.7 
1940” 272 -53 163 155 6 ал 
1945 445 1n 62.8 то? -6 «та 
1950 456 15 2.9 152 62 88.5 
1955 448 -8 -1.7 90 -42 «51.8 
LITT 
of. 329 «54.7 “500 -81.0 
Lowest, 


Minutes of the General Assembly ef the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America, New Series, 1900-1920; Third Series, 


1925-1955; Fourth Series, 1950-1950; and Fifth Series, 1955, 
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27 
a decline of 81.0 per cent, In 1955 there мего 90 members, Ths statements 
of informants concerning the depletion of membership seemed well confirmed 


by the statistical lifeline on membership for Third Churche 


Interchurch oppositions The main ground of opposition within the 


Presbytery to the relocation of Third Ohurch in the Forest Hill section 
appeared to be ecelesiatical jealousys This fact was evident from the 
report on the meeting of the Presbytorye At this time Dr, Inglis requested 
money to finish the construction of Third Church North, The report was 


as follows: 

Dre Inglis proffered his request for the $25,000 to finish his 

new Third Church North, and upon this request was trained the 

opposition of the foes of the speaker, foremost among whom were 

the pastors of the churches supposed to be affected by the 

choice for the site of the new Third Ohureh North, These мого 

Rave Mr. McDowell, of the Glinton Avenue Church, and Rev, Frank 

Lewis, of the Forest Hill Ohureh, now laboring under a heavy 

debt and jealous of approach of any other congregation, 
This opposition was explained to arise from the sense of competition 
for membership potential in the North Newark area, The consciousness 
arose that the relocation of Third Oñurch in the ares would make for 
too many Presbyterian churchose 

There were already three Presbyterian churches in the general arsa 
as shown in Figure 2, Notwithstanding, one of these was the Emmanual 
German Presbyterian Church, the others were of traditional Anglo-Saxon 
background, The latter two churches felt that thsir field of labor was 
being infringed upon and thereby some loss of membership potential would 
occur as a result of the relocation of Third Ohurch North so close to 


them, Informents indicated some ill feeling concerning the relocation 


occurred, It seemed to persist through the yearse 


1 
See Figure 4, Appendix В, 
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Diverse Evaluation. In historical retrospect, there appeared diverse 
evaluation of the relocation of Third Presbyterien Ohurch,. Some evidence 
indicated that there were powerful influential persons who were able to 
"carry things their waye" Inasmuch as Church Law was above State Law in 
Now Jersey, en informant said that there was no way to prevent a congre= 
getion from doing whatever Chureh Law permitted, So an awareness of a lot 
of polities in the church was expressed by this informant. 

The minority opinion concerning the relocation persisted, This group 
seemed profoundly aware of the effect of powerful influential personalities 
in the affairs of the church, The minority favored having Third Church го 
main on its ninety+year-old site, It was felt that the church had work to 
do among the newcomers, Nevertheless, the influential people had their way, 

Viewed from the angle of close proximity of the other Presbyterian 
churches, a strong feeling persisted that it was not strategic for the 
Third Church to relocate so close to them, This close proximity to Forest 
Hill, Park, and the Emmanuel German Church was shown in Pigure 2, The Park 
Ohureh was now a merger with the Oapel which it founded, An informant said 
that Park and Forest Hill churches were in a struggle to raise their budgets 


with a small memberships 


Complications of the Collegiate System. The complications of the 


collegiate system were unexpected, This arrangement was designed to preserve 
“the entity of Third Church," Subsequent historical sketches referred to this 
fact. The explanation was as follows: 


In 1912 the Broad Strset building was abandoned, plans for a 
collegiate system ef churches having been contemplated, 


Complications not forsesn made such plans impossible, ала the 


congregation now worships at Abington Avenue and Ridge Street, 
the building being dedicated June 14, 1914.1 


Time Third Presbyterian Oongrsgation in Newark: 1624-1924," р, 5 
Sf. "The Third Presbyterian Church: Newark, М. Jet 1828-1989," p, 5, 
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There was some indication that the collegiate system of churches 
did not come to fruition because the upkeep of properties was too great, 
Besides the costs of construction, it was said that the Third Church gave 
away, as well as, lost a lot of its financial resources, Reference was made 
to the loss ої church property in the area of Mount Pleasant Gemetery which 
was adequate for three houses, Nonstheless, because of complications сопе 
cerning the title, the property was given awaye This course was followed 
rather than pursuing an expensive legal procedure in order to establish 
ownershipe 

Because of the expense in the upkeep of two new church edifices, 
efter some persuasion, Third Ohurah South edifice was reported as given 
to the Olinton Avenue Presbyterian CHurch. The writer observed that the 
original name, "Third Presbyterian Ойшгоһ South," remained engraved over 
the entrance of the Clinton Avenue Presbyterian Giureh, as shown in Figure 
8, Ай informant said that the collegiate system was never put into effect 
because of the high cost of operation. Hence the Old Third Church removed 
to its new location at Abington Avenue and Ridge Streste 

New Efforts in Denominational Strategy. In spits of the preceding 
adverse consequenses attending the relocation of Third Chureh, new efforts 
in denominational strategy have been considered, We noted the difficulty 
that the other two Presbyterian churches were having in raising their budgets 
with small memberships. We saw the grave decline in the membership of Third 
Ghurah, In view of these factors, a new strategy was being considered, Never 
theless, it was handicapped because of the persistence of some ill feeling 


concerning the relocation of Third OHurah in the aréae Albeit, Third Church 


had extended the invitation to the other two churches to form a merger with 


Third Ofurch, These two churches did not have endowment; whereas Third Church 
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50 
dide Ай informant said that Forest Hill QBursh liked the idea but wanted 
the other two churches to merge with Forest Hill, The futura of the three 
churches remainod uncertain, 


Removal from Site of Mission Work, The reloeation of the Third 


Ghurch resulted in its removal from the site of the William Street Missione 
An informant said that this work began as а Chineses Sunday School, Some of 
ihe adults also joined the Ohureh, When Third Church relocated, the First 
Presbyterian OBureh assumed responsibility for the projecte Meanwhile, the 
Mission has had а continuing relationship with Third Church, In 1940, the 
fifiyeninth anniversary of the Mission was observed at Third амы. 


Enlarged Expenditures for Missions, The occasion of the relocation 


of Third Church evoked a decision to use its income from endowment in sn 
enlarged program of mission work, From a circular report there was evidente 
of generous expenditures for "the wider extension of the Kingdom of Chri at" 
in Newark, Since tha relocation Wat various times during recent увага, " 
sppropriátions totaling approximately $476,436 were expended, as shown in 
Table 5, In this manner, after its relocation, the Third Church “determined 


to use the income of its funds for the wider extension of the Kingdom of 
Christ" in Newark, ë 


Depletion of Funds, Notwithstanding, the generosity of the Third 
Church іп the expenditure of funds for "the wider extension о? the Kingdom 
of Christ," the resources of the Обигої wore depleted immensely since its 
ralocstion, According to а report addressed to the Presbytery ої Newark, 


the following account was given: "During the period, January 1, 1955, to 


1 
"Chinese School Will Celebrate — Was Organized 59 Years Ago by Third 


Presbyteriana, * НЕМ, November 9, 1940. See Figure 9, Appendix В for reference 
to William Street Mission, 


?oireular Report on Expenditures of Third Church, n.de, n.p. (Printed), 
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| Í 
TABLE 3 ! 

ENLARGED EXPENDITURES FOR MISSIONS BY THE THIRD PRESBYTERIAN | 

GHUROH SINCE ITS RELOGATION® | 

H 

MISSION PROJEOTS EXPENDITURES 


| 
The Hungarian Ohurch Building.(Orgenized in | | 
| 


EC. eL УО ое ducc dida EDEN ТС. 2,000 

This money was repaid except interest .............. | 
| 

Emanuel German Church .............................. 100 | 

Work amongst the colored people 

15th Avenue Church $150 | 

Bonfield $ 50 ыла дауда мл лалы As i 200 


Central Presbyterian ОНигеһ ............ 


eee. $ 4,586 
Wesquahie Presbyterian Church .......................... $ 1,250 


| 
Summer Mission Work and Camps .......................... $ 700 | 


Sixth Ohurch, conditional on raising $6,000 fund ....... $ 2,000 


Kearny Church conditional on raising debt $7,000 ....... $ 1,000 I 


| 
Mission for the Chinese, annually Loan to | 
Memorial Church at nominal interest when the 
property becomes income bearing ..... 


. $ 55,000 


$1,000 annually to Calvary Oñurch for 10 to 15 years 
$10,000 to $500 annually to Forest Hill for 8 years .... $ 18,500 


New Third Ohureh South, including furnishing and П 
equipment but exoluding $16,500 paid on Chapel .........% 11065500 


New Third Ohureh North teh HH esee e essa eres $ 125,000 | 


Jrd Oturoh Central at High Street 
(Endowed) $125,000 to 


+++ $ 160,000 
1.480001 сз» ил 
Total estimated expenditures erre eo o B 476,436 


"Ibid., n. p. 
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March 51, 1941, the financial condition of Third Ohurch continued to de- | 

teriorate, The properties wers operated at a net loss and large sums were | 

withdrawn for the purpose of the Church, ао that liens increased HAAS 

This report stated further thet the "ihres endownent properties" were 
encumbered, The propertiss were as follows: "the Rialto Theater on Broad 

Street, Newark, where the church was formerly located; the property at it 


Broad and William. Streets; and property of small value on Halsey Street." 


The Rialto was "mortgaged to the Howard Savings Institution," As further 
security, the rents were assigned to that bank and were paid directly to 
it under the assignment, In February, 1945, the Church had an indebtedness 
with the bank of $211,000. Meanwhile, the property yielded only $3,000 | 
during the past year, This entire income was retained by the benke Зо the 
Church expected no further income from this property until tho debt was | 


“substantially reduced say, to $10,000." At the same time, it was recoge 


nized that the bank could "insist on retaining of the rents" until the 
2 
debt was paid in full, 


Likewise, the property at Broad and Williem-Streets was "encumbered | 


by а mortgage for $97,000 held by the Equitable Life Insurance Company and 
by бах arrears of $11,000." In 194] the income from the property did not 
meet the outgo and a deficit was anticipated in 1942, Thare was also entice | 
ipation of the "immediate foreclosure of the Mortgage if any of the rente" | | 
мега used by the Church trustees for pension or апу church purpose," | 
Finally, the Halsey Street property was reported in 1942 as not being | 
encumbered by а mortgage, In lieu, it was "subject to tex liens of $9,500," 


The net income from the property was "some $1,000." This amount was used UN 


1 

Morgan P, Noyes, Frank Benjamin, and John О„ Bigelow. "Report of 
Special Committea, * Third Presbyterian Church Newark, М. J., October 15, 
1952, (Printed, п, pe), ре Se 


?bid., p. 6. Loe. cit, 
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"te reduce the tax arrears." 

In 1942, then, the income from endowed properties of Third Church 
мяз encumbered seriously by mortgages and taxes in arrears. At that time 
it was estimated that the properties were “worth nominally $1,000,000 
or so. Evan so, the deterioration in the financial condition of these 
properties altered significantly the status of the Church, 

Sale of Old Burial Ground. Through legal action the Third Church 
was enabled to sell its old burial ground, According to the report, the 
lend was deeded to the Chureh by Mr, and Mrs, Alexander 0. McWhorter, 

Mr. and Mrs, Josiah B, Howoll, Mr, and Mrse George H, McWhorter, Julia 
McWhorter and Adriana MeWhorter, "bearing date the Xwentyesecond day. о? 
June, one thousand and hundred and twenty-foure" When the land ceased to 
be used for burial purposes, an Act enabling the trustees to sell the 
lands and purchase a new site маз наны 

Restricted Uses of Income, Finally, the Presbytery of Newark imposed 
certain restrictions upon the use of income from endowment by the Third 
Presbyterien Churehe Ths following statement was made in the report of 
1942: "The trustees of Third Church hold valuable properties in trust for 
the support of the Gospele Acting with the concurrence of the congregation, 
they allowed these properties to become encumbered with unpaid taxes of 
$15,815 by the end of 1954," The report continued: "This was in addition 
to mortgages of $162,250 which we assume were placed on the property to pre- 
vide funds for capital purposes, Sines 1934, the liens have increased $329,- 


157, an increase of over $50,000 representing largely rents diverted to 


lipid.) р. 5. 


20 Jersey, Senate No. 224, An Act Enabling the Trustees of the 
Third Presbyterian Cóngregation in Newark to sell lands, п. de (Historical 
File: Presbyterian Churches, Newark Publie Library, Photostatic сору), 
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Church support." At that time, the Report of the Special Committee urged: 
“Та our opinion, the use of rents without providing for taxes and other 
current expenses has been a breach of trust, Yt may be too lete to save 
these properties but we believe the Presbytery should solemnly enjoin 
Third Church to cease this practice at Pee 

In compliance with this sense of urgent needy the Third Church was 
requested to furnish the trustses of the Presbytery of Newark with tha 
following reports: (1) "a detailed statoment of the cash considerstion," 
(2) sn annual statement in April of "capital and incoms receipts and dis 
bursements from the mortgage," i. oe, "the said investments and 264 Halsey 
Street," and (3) “a statement thet inquiry has been made as to the status 
of the first mortgages," that is, "(The Howard's) and as to taxes and the 
result of the inquiry."? The Third Ghurch, then, not only sustained great 
losses through the encumberance of its properties, but was placed under 
the surveillance of the Newark Presbytery in order to assure liquidation 
of indebtedness and avoidance of further encumberances, The concomitent 
consequences of the ralocation of the Third Ohurch, therefore, were fare 
roachinge They ranged from the persistence of social change to the imposed 
restrictions by the Presbytery of Newark upon the use of the income from 


endowed properties by the Third Church. 


1 
Noyes, Benjamin, зі, ale, ор. Cite, pe 12. 


2, 

From сору of letter to Third Church from Trustees of the Presbytery 
of Newark. Attached to restrictions imposed upon Third Ohurcho (Historical 
File: Presbyterian Ohurches, Newark Public Library, June, 1958), 
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OHAPTER IV 


IMPLIGATIONS OF THE RELOCATION 


Three categories of implications were daduced fromthe total study 
of the interaction betwaen Protestant churches with their social environ 
ment in the inner city with special reference to those churches that were 
relocated, The implications of the relocation of the Third Presbyterian 
Church of Newark were augmented by keeping them within this total context, 
The categories of implications аге as follows: (1) general implications 
for two relocated churches, (2) specific implieations for Third Curah, 
and (3) implications for the thras denominations that саша under purvi aw 


in the eomplote-atudy,2 


General Implications, The moet obvious implications of the decision 
of the Third Presbyterian OHurah and the Mount Pleasent Baptist Ohuheh^to 
relocate beyond Newark's inner сібу appeared to ba ns follows: 

First, there was по apparent escaps from a dynamic social environ- 
ment for these two Protestant churches ín а modern expanding industrial 
American city, Several of the landeuse and demographic changes which 
аррзагей as factors in tha dseision о? the churches to relocate, later 
appeared in the new social environment of the respactive churches, Both 
churehes experienced a second outmovement of adherents and the trans- 
formation of a former singls-family residential ares into a mixed aros 
With various types of multiple dwelling units, 

Second, because of the dynamic nature of urban expansion, both 


churches, in dus course of time reflected the heterogeneous ethnic charactor 


Delaney, op. cites рр. 260-272, Ibid, pp. 424-425 
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of their new social environment, This fact was particularly significant 
inasmuch as soms of the newcomers of diverse ethnic background were in- 
eluded їп the membership of both ehurches, The social character of the 
constituency of both churches was changed to some deəgras, Notwithstanding, 
а factor in the decision of both churches to relocate was the desire to 
continue a ministry to traditional adherents, 

Third, the outlay of funds by both churches in order to relocate 
was substantial, For the Third Presbyterian Qhureh, this was n factor in 
the subsequent retrenchment of its resoureas and the imposition of restricted 
Usos of endowment funda by the Newark Presbytery, Likewise, the Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church found itself involved in what was termed "a bad investment" due 
to the use of surplus funds received from the sale of its old property, 

Fourth, for both churches, there appeared to be no basic solution to 
the problem of denominational atratogy by relocation, For the Third Presby- 
torian Ohlurch, overchurching resulted in its пан loestion, For the Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Ohureh in 1958, thers was some evidence that it did not 
relocate far enough away from its former sites 

Fifth, the persistence of social change in the environment of both 
churches re-emphasized the importanee of the geographic area to be served 
by the local churehe In view of the repeated outmovement of adherents, both 
churches renewed their efforts to serve the paople within the immediate 
geographic area of the church, 

Sixth, both churches found themselves engulfed, to я large degrae, 
by Roman Catholic parishes and residents of Roman Osthelic background. There 
was en acute awareness of the diminishing opportunities for a traditional 
ministry to Protestant sdherents, Moreover, attention was called to the 


fact that there were several Negro congregations in the general area with 
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large membershipse Thus, it became increasingly difficult for both churches 
to continue their traditions] ministry to Caucasian adherents of Anglo- 
Saxon stocke 

Seventh, the experience of both churches seemed to imply that the 
continuity of a local Protestant church was directly: related to its neigh- 
borhood constituency, It appeared to be imperative that the churches were 
impelled to manifest the various qualities of interaction with social ene 
vironment which cheracterized churches that served a dynamic metropolitan 
American commnitye. 

Specific Implications, The Mount Pleasant Baptist Church illustrated 
the fact that the erisis in which a local church found itself, with respect 
to а changing neighborhood, impelled the church to adopt an opan=membership 
policye Thereby, adherence to soma traditions] doctrine with respect to 
baptism was modifiedo This church also illustrated the fast thet its decision 
to relocate was directly related to the expansion of commerce, This expension: 
of business enabled the church to relocate and to construct а mors beautiful 
edifices. It was also noteworthy that tha decision to relocate rested entirely 
within the authority of this local congregatione 

By way of contrast, it was significant to note that the Third Prese 
byterisn Ohurch was advised to relocate by the Presbytery of Newark in view 
of six Presbyterian churches in the downtown end inner city areas, Howevor, the 
availability of resources for this purpose was not dependent upon the expansion 
of business as suche In lieu, by inheritence, this church possessed the finan- 
cial resources with which to relocats, То be sure, the vast outlay in church 
facilities was effective in the continuity of Third Ohurch in the wake of 
radical social changes and the eventual death of the decision-making generatione 


The implication was that a church must be on the alert to meet and serve the 


changing social environment of its locale, 
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Implications for Ihrse Denominations. From this study of the intere 


action between Protestant churches and their social environment in the 
inner city of metropolitan American cities, certain implications for the 
selected denominations were evident. First, the concept of the parish area 
was a significant factor in the pattern of social interaction which was 
assumed by the Protestant Episcopal TET Because of the historie view 
of s designated parish, Protestant Episcopal churches in the inner city did 
not relocate beyond the ares, Instead, when confronted with radical social 
changes, the parishes adapted hy transferral of church properties to the 
newcomers, integrated affiliable newcomers into the parish, or the parish 
was declared extinct in view of the decline in opportunities for service 
to traditional adherents, On the other hand, the Presbyterian Church in 
the U, S, Ao and the New Jersey Baptist churches illustrated the phenomenon 
of relocation beyond the inner city, 

Second, implicit in the findings of this study was the heterogeneous 
ethnic and racial character of many churches of а former homogeneous сопе 
stituency, That is, the polyglot character of the neighborhood of inner city 
churches appeared in all four базе history studies of Protestant churches 
in Newark's inner citye Such was found to be the сазе in numerous other 
American cities of comparable size, Hence, denominational executives, pastors, 
and laymen ought to be on the slert to face squarely with a Ohristien strategy 
the implications of radical social changes in the inner eitye 

Third, the cases of inner city churches which survived tho radical 
social changes indicated that the leadership of inner city churches required 
8 special type of training and dedication to the mission of the inner city 


church, Denominational executives and autonomous congregations might give 


bidey pp. 349-346, 
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special concern to the training and placement of this selected leadership 
in strategic churches in the inner citys 

Fourth, with the exception of the endowed church, it was evident 
that due care was sssential in building up a fund to subsidize the work of 
inner city churches, Here, the principle of voluntary support was found to 
be difficult to obtain, 

Fifth, the persistenee and spread of radical social changes in the 
metropolitan city indieated that the relocation of а Protestant church 
may only be a temporary or apparent solution to its problem, Complication a 


which ensued suggested that another type of denominational strategy needs 


to be found. 
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APPENDIX А 


DISCOURSE AT THE LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONS OF THIRD PRESBYTERIAN 
OHUROH NORTH, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, 1915 BY 


ОА. ROBERT SCOTT INGLIS, 
PASTOR 
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DISOOURSE AT THE LAYING OF THE OORNERSTONE OF THIRD PRESBYTERI AN 
CHURCH NORTH, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, 1915 BY 


DR, ROBERT SCOTT INGLIS, 
Pastor! 

THe Third Presbyterian Ойигоһ of Newark was orgenized in the First 
Presbyterian GHurch by members of the latter organization on the 8th day 
of June 1824. The First Qñureh had been organized in 1667 on ground pure 
chased from the Indians ів 1666 by Robert Treat and Samuel Edsal, agents 
for the town, These original settlers were а colony from what is now the 
State of Connecticut, shortly before thia time, erected into one Province 
by a Royal Gharter uniting the two colonies of Connecticut and New Havone 
This arbitrary action of the British O#own resulted in the emigration 
from Milford, Brenford, Guilford and adjacent settlements in the Colony 
of New Haven of the original settlers of the town of Nowarko It was a 
move undertaken for conscience sake, They wore opposed to what is his- 
torically known as the “half-way covenant" — which extended the privilege 
of participating in the government of the colony to those who by their want 
or personal piety as for other reasons could not or would not become com 
municents of the Ойигоһо To such provision members of the New Haven Colony 
had from its foundation been strenuously opposede Their vision in coming 
to the new world had been to found a church upon the principles of the 
Word of God and under the sams Divine authority to found a state which 
though separate in its field and function should act in sympathy with the 
church and be governed by Divine Authority as revealed in the Holy Seripturea, 


As they had gone alone into the wilderness, purchased the unbroken wilds from 


1 
This discourse was copied by the writer from the original handwritten 
manuscript, 
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the Aboriginies they were evidəntly within their rights to mould for tham= 
solves any form of government they chose, in keeping with Divine Righteous» 
ness which alone they recognized as supreme; Without а single dissenting 
vote they deersed, thet "church members only shall be free burgerses and that 
they only shall choose magistrates and officers among themselves to have 
power of transacting all public and civil affairs of this plantations" The 
enforced union with the Connecticut 061 олу made the holding of these prin 
ciples impossible." "By whieh," Says Dr, Stearns in his history of the First 
Ghureh (page 5), "they seem to have supposed that by bringing up their chile 
dren in the fear of God and excluding from the exercise of power among them 
those who were not governed by the same principles they might continue to 

be of one heart from generation to generation." Bither for good or evil as 
the succeeding worlds may determing, Newark therefore was founded by the most 
puritanical of the Puritans, 

As the tom grew in size end its commercial activities invited im 
migrants from many and varied sources this original principle was abandoned 
but not for many decades after its founding and not until the original sete 
tlers of the town had 102% their impress upon the community, indelible to 
this day, Many óf the families sonstituting the Third Church were lineal 
descendants not only of leaders of the smigration to Newark but of the 
original founders of the New Haven Célonye Some of their descendants are 
still in our membership today, And Selah В. Treat, a descendant of Robert 
Treat, pioneer of the new settlement was the third pastor of the Third 
Ohurch, The crowded condition of the First Church in the early part of the 
last century made swarming а necessity and in 1811 the Second Church was 
organized. But the growth of the city and the faet that the population 


was still almost exclusively Presbyterian made another division desirable, 
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This was attempted before the organization of the Third Church and land 

was purchased sad the foundation laid for а new church at the present site 
of the South Park Presbyterian Ohuroh, Difficulty was experienced in getting 
a voluntary exedus form the popular Mother Church to form the new congre- 
gatione In 1824 however the First Oóngrezation divided on the calling of 

а pastore The minority representing a very influential element cf the First 
Chureh then withdrew and selected Rove Joshua T. Russell as pastor, But un» 
fortunately as it appeared later instead of occupying the site that had 
already bean selected they bought property only seven hundred fest south of 
the First Church. For a number of years both churches prospered side by side, 
Newark grew and the Presbyterian churches multiplied until with many others 
farther away there were four large Presbyterien churches at almost the four 
points of the compass surrounding the Third Church at an average distance 

of а quarter of а mile, The First, South Park, Sixth, and High Street, while 
Park and Cóntral were also within a half mile — Galvary, Bethany, and Second 
within а miles Central sad Park moved out, But the first decade of the new 
eentury found still four Presbyterian churches within a half mile eirels in 
the business centre of a bustling city, The prolonged existence of these 
churches under the changing conditions made possible by the Endowment that 
had come to two of them the First and Third from lands originally set aside 
for the support of the gospel at the founding of this cityo No clearer title 
to property can be had than that by which these churches hold their property, 
They are the direct lineal descendants of those from whom they inherited 
their properties, While the original church was in some respects congre- 
Zational it was essentially Presbyterian, It held to the same system of 
standards that the church holds today, It was governed presbyteryally, by а 


Board of Elders, and in their original home in Connecticut, they had been 
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associated with other churches in а soecalled Synode Tho Seotah Presby= 
terian clement was present at the founding of Newark and increased rapidly 
after the firat fifty years so that within that time the church had defi- 
nitely affiliated with other Presbyterian bodies and selected Presbyterian 
pastorse For a timo it was the largest Oñureh in the Presbyterian denomie 
nation except the First Olurch of Philadelphia and in the beginning of the 
last century when the Third Ohuroh was organized, Newark was the most 
thoroughly Presbyterian of any considerable town in America, But its proxe 
imity to the great gateway to the New World has during the last half cen- 
tury very materially changed ita Constituency. A large foreign immigration 
— numbering with their children twoethirds of the population == almost 
exclusively non-Presbyterian in their origin and even in later days in- 
creasingly non=Protestent — has changed conditions for Newark Presby- 
terianism -- especially downtown, The exepastor of the First Овигов was 
wont to characterize the situation facstiously by saying: "Ths old people 
dis and go to Heaven while the young people merry and go to Orange," 

In 1809 the First Ohurch congregation voted to give two-sevenths of 
its properties to the trustees of the people who would constitute в Second 
Ohurch, The same liberal agreement was mada with the 3rd Ülurch,.A large 
part of the original endowment has bee in the opinion of most men of 
the present day wasted in being leased or sold mt what seems today rie 
diculously small suma, The decreasing principal and the increasing ine 
terests have these latter days made the trustesa more zealous in the care 
of them so that is is not now considered advisable to sell алу of ths prin- 
cipal. The income hes become so large that the Third Ohurch was in а position 
to consider ita occupancy of its field а permaneney, irrespective of the пишете 
ical strength or financial ability of its congregation, The problem was sven 


essier for the Pirst Ohurch with its vory much larger endowments but became 
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much harder Рог the unandowsd churches because of the competition with the 
endowed churchese 

With decreasing pew rents — decreasing benevolent contributions ! 
even when the пишегісаї strength of the eongregation increased and constantly 
increasing expenses, the Third Chureh faced a few years ago this situation. 
It competed with the First Ohurch with thres times its endowment on the one 
hand and with three unendowed churches on the other for s field one-half mile 
in diameter containing in addition to these churches ef its own denomination, ! 


five Methodist churches, and в Baptist, one Episcopalian, and a Reformed 


Church to say nothing of Lutheran, Romani st, and Jewish churches, The Third ! 
Ghurch could stay, and have all its expenses paid still possessed of a 


songregetion and Sabbath School much above the average numerical strength of 


the others, But was it worthwhile — especially when it occupies ground 
worth $20,000 a year and expended s minimum of $15,000 а year if run properlyo 
This was not a new question with the Third Ohurche But time had intensified | 


it, It had first been broached in Dr, Oraven's time and the suggestion that " 


instead of building Calvary Church on Pennsylvania, the Third Church give 

up the central city field to the First Chureh and move into the new residence 
district and build on Olinton Avenue where St, Lukes M, E, Church now standse 
In the 75th Anniversary Sermon Dr, Hollifield ealled attention to the changes 
which had taken place during Dr, Oravan!a pastorate «~ including the falling 
off of the Presbyterian population and the increasing difficulties of ita 
work. In the 50th Anniversary Sermon Ого Graven himself had used the expres ү 
зіоп, #Ошгз is now in great measure а mission church," But the time was not 


yet ripe either in Dr, Oraven's pastorate or Dre Hollifield!s, On the death 


of the latter, some of the officers of the Third Church questioned the advise 
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ability of calling а miceessor and suggested the desirability of s union 
with some other church, However, they constituted а minority and little 
attention was paid to the suggestion. Early in the present pastorate 
however informal discussions began to be held, One of them resulted in 

а conference with the officers of the South Park Ohurch in 1905, But 
nothing came of it, The discussions however continued, On the rosigna- 
tion of Dr. Lampton as pastor of High Street Ohurch in 1907 an informal 
suggestion was made by officers of that church, offering to transfer 

all their rights and titles to tha Third Church, take the Third Church 
name, pastor, and officers as their own on the single provision that they 
should occupy and wofk the High Street Church and field, A great meeting 
of the two churches was held but the Third Ойиғаһ officers declined to 
entertain the proposition, The discussion continued for several years and 
when the High Strest pulpit again became vacant, 1909, the agitation for 
consolidation was renewed, At a meeting of the Third Chureh Session, а 
resolution was adopted declaring the timo had come for consolidation ала 
extension, А joint meeting of elders, deacons, and trustees was called 
and a similar resolution wag adopted, Then followed the appointment of a 
joint committee conaisting of Messrs, 7, H, Huntington, Jre, Brewster, 
Priee, Cobb, Murdoch, Portese, 0; E, Seattergood and Dr, Read, This com- 
mittee on February 17th 1910 recommended to the congregation that steps 
bo taken and plens laid to endeavor to effect a consolidation of the 
High Street, South Park, and Third Presbyterian congregations. The plans 
failed, and High Street Church callod a now pastor, But the discussion 
continued, The collegiate plan of union with other churches that had been 


suggested by the pastor now became the idea around which solutions resolved. 


Suggestions had been made in previous years to move the church into the new 
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residence district on Olinton Hill and some informal mestings had even been 
held with members of the new 16th Street Онигеһ on Olinton Avenue, In the 
mesntimo three elders and three deacons of the Third Church with about 40 
members sll told had moved into the northern part of the city, Tho plan 
was therefore suggested of making the Third Ониғаһ a collegiate chureh by 
building two churches one in the North end and one in the South end of the | 
city. In the residence districts == there to aim at selfesupport — while | 
the endowment might thus be used by them for extension and mission work in 
needy fields of the city especially in the centro, 

А loi was secured at the corner of Abington ond Ridge Streets and 
permission маз asked of Presbytery to build on them, Dig) As the discus 


sion in Presbytery progressed the plans of the church daveloped, It was 


proviously resolved November 1909 by the songregation.that the time had | 
some for "removal, consolidation, or extension," The Presbytery heartily 
endorsed the action declaring that the Third Church was not needed in ita 
present location and expressing a desire that it might remove, The Third | 
Church Üongregation finally voted to close the Old Church on the 2nd Sab- 
bath of June, 1914 — on the 90th Anniversary of the Ohurch's organization | 
== and in the meantime to have а Third Oñuroh North and a Third Church 
South ready for occupancy by that time, The permission of the Presbytery 
was finally securad and the plans have progressed successfully to this 
auspicious oceasion when the cornerstone for the Third Ohurch North is 
laid. The Congregation has already voted $50,000 for the help and building | 
of other churches and the Committee in charge of these plans has voted to 


recommend to the congregation the use for other churches in the city an 


additional amount totaling over $40,000, а part of this воЇовп at a nominal 
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interest. Thus at least $40,000 will be released for extension work in ade | 
dition to this $200,000 expended for our own buildings — while the largest 
work of all yet contemplated is still under discussion, The Third Church 


up to this time has cleared on all its plans without producing any feelings 


of bitterness or unkind utterances, Many tears have been shed and many 


may in the Good Providenca of God result on this spot and elsewhere in the 


| 

| 
praysrs offered that while giving up a Sanctuary sacred to many souls it ! 
saving of many mans souls to the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 


Ohriato. | 
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FIGURE 4 


iDr. Inglis Won. |, 
His Point in a 
Unique Meeting 


Final Favorable Disposition of|R 
His Third Church Plan Cer- 
tain to Be Approved. 


‘For the wider extension of the 
Kingdom of Christ In our city.” 

This basis of the plea of Dr. Robert 
Scott Inglis, pastor of the Third 
Presbyterian Church, for the final 
sanction of his collegiate plan before 
the Presbytery of Newark on last 
Tuesday afternoon, won his polnt for 
him and conquered ‘opposition, bitter, 
insidious and un-Christian. 

The Presbytery meeting of Tuesday 
was ід many ways а remarkable ono, 
one perhaps unique in the history of 
the church in Newark. Its decisions 
im regard to the matter in hand 
have been fully explained, but ihe 
dramatic, intense, human interest of 
the meeting has not been completely 
illustrated. 

Vest Wealth at Stake, 
"ramatic element of the, con- 
ч the fact that there were, 


КУДЫ 
was co ов Додай ан вы 
year had been a landmark of the 
у, And, If this church were to be 
abahdoned, if ita spirit and its fold 
Were not to be traasplanted to an- 
other part of the city, all its wealth 
ould revert to the First Presbyte- 
Tian Church, an organization already 
enormously endowed and yet calling 
pon its cona.wgation for more money 
at this very üme. 

Té was a fight which had reached 
{ts crisis, and all the members of the 
Presbytery seemed to feel this none 
|more so than the main figure In the 
Battle Dr. Tnglis- 

Without delay Dr. Inglis arose and 
| presented. his plea. He explained the 
details of his colleglate scheme to 
| preserve the entity of his church in 
|a trinity of churches formed under 
the aegis of the law of the Presby- 
terian Church. 

"The Opposition Onslaught. 

Then Dr. Inglis proffered his re 
quest for the $25,000 required to finish 
fis new Third Church North, and 
upon this request was trained the op- 
position of the foes of the speaker, 
| foremost among whom were the pas- 
tors of the churches supposed to be 
Affected by the choice for the site of 
the new Third Church North. ‘These | М 
[were Rev, Mr. MeDowell, of the Clin- 

Поп Avenue Church, and Rev. Frank 

Lewis, of the Forest Hill Church, now 
laboring under a heavy dent and 
jealous of approach of any other con- 
Bregation. 

"The tactics of these foes of Dr. 
Inglis and his plan, while pursued 
With a certain degree of restraint, 
Were singularly disingenuous, They 
Dui the fabric of their dissent upon 
the insidious plea that Dr. Inglis had 
broken faith with presbytery after he 
first proposed his plan and H was | n 
[approved 
| But these parliamentary subtertuges 
| 


оверкавизаня 


реа НЕ 


The 


of obstruction only reacted upon 
those who used them. Dr. Inglis had 
forestalled them in his opening ad-| 
dress, for he had declared that the 
opposition to him would take just 
this form. 

Hut the suave eloquence and per- 
suasive logie of Dr. Inglis were not 
| more effective in defeating his 
| enemies than а bold and splendid ad- 
| dress made im his behalf by Dr W. 
| Y, Chapman, of the Roseville Avenue | ^ri 

“шаһ. and a f^ ot convincing logic | ie 


"froin the lips of Dr? Pieasant Hunter, | mit 


of the Second Presbyterian Church. 118 


;|eminently dignified and 


-|the question of the disposal of the 


Two Giants Mad Атев, 

Before the reasoning of these two 
giants in the Presbytery the invidi- 
Qus attacks of the Rev. Messrs, 
Lewis and McDowell fell flat, and the 
Mlexpressed and ill-conceived вир- 
port of thelr less gifted friends was 
brushed aside as а mere dreary waste 
of words. 

Tinal it is doubtful which most 
marked the extraordinary character 
of the meeting, whether the restraint 
and power and moving sweetness of 
the words of Dr. Inglis or the dec ding, 
crushing force of the addresses of Dr. 
Chapman and Dr. Hunter, both pow-| / 
erful in thelr manner, unanswerable 
in their presentation of the points at 
issue and impressive and noble in 


vor 
que 


bearing and address. 4 
He Establishes а Precedent. be 
Dr. Inglis righly spoke of his| Fir 


scheme as unique and as establ'ahing 
for all time a precedent for the Pres-| 7 
bytery of Newark and he arose to & 
height of eloquence rarely heard W 
such un assemblage when he de 

We were not summoned to t 
to explain our purpose, we were not j 4% 
biaden to defend our course, we were | ¡y 
not asked to plead—we came! And, in 
hereafter, none within the rule of this | pa, 
presbytery will dare to build a New | Pe 
church without first observing the| thi 
law of the precedent which we have | Ва 
set.” 

‘One of the noblest! points in the ad- | Tel 
dress of Dr. Chapman was his out-| st 
spoken tribute to Dr. Inglis, to the | hu 

ingenuous | sa: 
way in which he had conducted his | th: 
campaign in the long warfare over | be: 


Third Church, and his rebuke Тог 96 


those who in this very meeting had | thy 
insinuated unworthy motives as hav- | pe 
ing had lodgment in the breast of | fo} 
Dr. Inglis. Such a scathing arraign-| otl 
ment jis mot often delivered in pres- | po. 
byterj by one presbyter against fel- | Ре 
low presbyters. |, X 

Newark Should Be Prou. ы 


Newark has reason to be proud that | 1 
in her pulpits are such men as Dr. 


Chapman, and Dr. Hunter, and Dr. | цу 
Inglis, but It in only upon such & | let 
momentous occasion. perhaps, that | per 
the characters of men o — № type | po 
shine forth in all thelr P’ da 
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М NOTES м 


Mission The William Street Mission Com- 

Committee mitte will meet on Monday evening 
September зо, at the residence of 
Mr. J. М. Sayre. 

Teachers The Superintendent of the Sunday 
School has several classes without 
teachers, He requests that any mem- 
ber of the Church who feels inclined 
to take a class, and will be faithful, 
and prompt in attendance, give the 
subject earnest consideration and let 
him know as soon as possible. 

Church Strangers are cordially invited to 

Services qhe Services and work of the Church 

Church Please send notices for the Church 

Calendar Calendar to Mr. Robert S. Grummon 
Sto Broad Street, before Friday noon 
of each week. 

Pews and For the rentals of pews and sittings 

Sittings enquire of Mr. F. Bartlett or Dr J. W 


Read, at the close of the Sunday morn 
ing service; or during the week at 
their offices, хто Broad Street und 82 
Park Place 


Plcasc take this leaflet with vou, 
and keep tor reference. 


Calendar, September 2915, 1901. | 


m 


Bread St. epp. Әшен St, Mewark, A. А. 


ott finalis, Pastorzclect. 
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Ап account of the unique history of Newark in relationship to the 
Presbyterian churches, 
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"Newark," Harpor!s Monthly Magazines Мо. OCXVIII, October 1876, Vole 


LIII, рр. 662-565, 
А portrayal о? early beginnings іп Newark, New Jersey, 


NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


Newark Bvening News 
1914, 1916, 1940. 


Newark Evening Star 
1912, 1929 


Newark Sunday News 
1950 


Nawark Newa 
1958 


The Sunday Newark, М, Je StamLedger 
1950 


Newspaper articleswere valuable in tracing religious and human 
interest events about the church. Photostatic Copies were made 


of two becsuse of their value to this study, See Appendix B, 
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